Running head: ARGUMENT ABOUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
1
ARGUMENT ABOUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
6

Argument About Capital Punishment
Name

Institution
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All countries have set in place correction systems and facilities mean to ensure justice is served to all wrong doers and separate them from the rest of the society for some time. It is actually the duty of every government to ensure that criminal go through the due process before they are punished for any offence they commit. An offender is punished based on the magnitude of the offence where the punishments range from short-term imprisonment to long-term or even death penalty. Death penalty, also known as capital punishment was mostly introduced to deal with those committing serious crimes like murder. There has been a long debate between the proponents and the opponents of capital punishment. The proponents support it giving some valid reasons on why it should remain while the opponents argue on why it should be abolished. 
According to those in support, capital punishment is the best form of punishment and should not be abolished because its use is very effective in deterrence of capital crimes. They argue that everyone who is guilty deserves punishment equivalent to the crime committed. People accused of lesser offences such as minor theft should be punished to such levels. Although in support of capital punishment, those who support it state categorically that the proper justice system should be followed, where only the courts can punish an individual proportionally to crime committed. If capital punishment is abolished, crime offenses will increase hence causing great problems in the society. According to the proponents of capital punishment, abolishing it could increase serious crimes like murder because people would know that regardless of the offence, they can be imprisoned and set free at some point in life. Capital punishment therefore serves to address some powerful intuition of a sense of justice in most people (Yelderman, West & Miller, 2018). 
As stated earlier, capital punishment deters people from committing capital crimes. It simply instills fear in people as they understand that once they commit some offences, they could risk losing their lives. It is beyond doubt that human beings have a great fear for death. Therefore, even the most hardened criminals may be afraid of death, which can deter them from committing crimes. Death penalty is also the best form of punishment because it touches on what everyone would fear. It is therefore the best tool to ensure that capita crimes are stopped (Banner & Banner, 2009). 
Capital punishment is also effective in ensuring that the offender shall never get an opportunity to commit such an offence again. Simply, proposers of capital punishment argue that it is the best form of punishment to prevent any likelihood of reoccurrence. An individual imprisoned to life sentence has the possibility of being let out early through government programs such as parole, which may make it possible for the individual to reoffend. Therefore, death penalty assures not only the offended but also the general public of its safety through eliminating the criminal once and for all. Such an individual would never rise to revenge for the pain he or she suffers in imprisonment (Yelderman, West & Miller, 2018). 
On the other hand, the opponents of death penalty have also various valid reasons why they do not support it. Although those against capital punishment state clearly that punishment is very important for a harmonious functioning of a society, they state that capital punishment is retributive, making it non-conducive for justice delivery. At this era and age, the concept of an eye for an eye should not be in the society, as stated by those in the opposition of capital punishment. In addition, those against capital punishment claim that the penalty is not important because it does not bring back the murdered victim if it was a murder case. They also state that it will not in any way nullify the torture the victim underwent or the mental and emotional torture that his or her family and friends undergo (Hood & Hoyle, 2015). 
Additionally, those against capital punishment argue that it is not right because even innocent people can be sentenced to death. They cite of incidences where courts have even inadvertently punished innocent people. They therefore indicate that in most cases, the probability of punishing an innocent person in court of law is high but severe repercussions can be avoided by ensuring that capital punishment is abolished. Although court hearing are done severally, it is obvious that the jury can misinterpret certain things making wrong judgments. Therefore, the opponents of capital punishment indicate that to avoid being guilty of shading innocent blood, death penalty should be abolished (Banner & Banner, 2009). 
According to the opponents, death penalty also violated the right to life in humans. They indicate that the right to life should be accorded to everyone, not in isolation. They argue that despite being a criminal, one is entitled to his or her rights. Additionally, they state that it is also against religious beliefs, hence being termed immoral and against the religious concept of value for life. Another issue raised by those opposing death penalty is that it is against the primary idea of the correction system. The correction system should mainly serve as a rehabilitation center where the criminal should be brought to a realization of his or her mistakes and change. Another point to note from those opposing capital punishment is that it is a tiresome and costly process that eats into public funds which could have been used to better the correctional system to ensure that such crimes do not take place in future (Bedau, 1998). 
In conclusion, capital punishment has led to a lot of debate between those who support it and those who oppose it. Those in its support praise it claiming that it is the best form of punishment to deter capital crimes. They have also stated various other reasons for their support. On the other hand, the opposing team has its reasons too which include infringing people’s rights to life and the process being tedious and expensive. However, it can clearly be seen that from a wider perspective many of the claims made by the opponents of capital punishment do not hold. The arguments made by those against can just apply in any other punishment. If capital punishment can be abolished based on the arguments made by those opposing, the society would be chaotic and suffering in the hands of criminals. 
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